Student Research Ethics Application
Department of Psychology

The Chinese University of Hong Kong

	Project Title

	


	Student Investigator
	

	Name: 
	Email: 

	Phone: 
	Student ID: 

	Program and Year of Studies (e.g., undergraduate, MA, MPhil or PhD Year 1):


	Nature/Purpose of the Proposed Study (e.g., for undergraduate, MA, MPhil or PhD thesis) 

	Survey and Behavioural Research Ethics 
Training Certificate E-Cert ID:
	Survey and Behavioural Research Ethics 
Training Certificate E-Cert Date:


	
	

	Student Supervisor
	

	Name: 
	Email: 

	Phone: 
	

	
	

	Particulars of Research
	

	Age range:
	☐ 15 – 18
☐ 18 or above

	Specification of the inclusion and exclusion criteria of the study:




Research Relevant Questions
	1.
	Does the study use only publicly available data?

	☐ Yes
	☐ No

	
	
	
	

	2.
	Does the study involve only survey or observation of public officials?

	☐ Yes
	☐ No

	
	
	
	

	If you have checked “Yes” to any of the above questions, you can skip Question 3 and go straight to Question 4

	
	
	
	

	3.
	Checklist to determine whether SBRE/CREC review is needed:

	
	

	
	(a)
	Does the study involve participants who are unable to give informed consent (e.g. children, individuals with intellectual disabilities or cognitive impairments)?
	☐ Yes
	☐ No

	
	
	
	
	

	
	(b)
	Will deception of participants be necessary prior to or during the study? (If Yes, please provide detailed explanation/justification under 4 and in you debriefing form.)
	☐ Yes
	☐ No


	
	
	
	
	

	
	(c)
	Details on participant remuneration:
	
	

	
	
	(i)
	How will participation be compensated? (Please specify amount/allocation)

	
	

	
	
	(i)
	Will participants receive inducements or rewards other than reasonable expenses and compensation for time before, during, or after participation?


	☐ Yes
	☐ No

	
	
	
	If Yes, please specify the form of remuneration e.g. cash, course credit, gift certificate. For cash and gift, state the amount; for course credit, state its percentage of the final grade:

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	(ii)
	Will the payment be prorated for partial participation? (If Yes, please provide details in Question 4.)

	☐ Yes
	☐ No

	
	
	
	
	

	
	(d)
	Does the study involve sensitive aspects of the participant’s own behaviour such as illegal conduct, illicit drug use, suicidality, and sexual conduct? (If Yes, please provide details in Question 4.)
	☐ Yes
	☐ No

	
	
	
	
	

	
	(e)
	If the observations on the participants are disclosed, will it reasonably place the participant at risk of criminal or civil liability or be damaging to the participant’s financial standing, employability, or reputation?

	☐ Yes
	☐ No

	
	
	If Yes, please provide details below:

	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	(f)
	Does the study/experiment induce undue psychological stress?

	☐ Yes
	☐ No

	
	
	If Yes, please provide details below:

	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	(g)
	Is pain or more than mild discomfort likely to result from participating the study?

	☐ Yes
	☐ No

	
	
	If Yes, please provide details below:

	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	(h)
	Does the study involve prolonged and repetitive testing?

	☐ Yes
	☐ No

	
	
	If Yes, please provide details below:

	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	(i)
	Will the participants be identified?


	☐ Yes
	☐ No

	
	
	If Yes, please provide details below:

	
	
	

	
	
	


	


	4.
	Summary of Research Procedures (maximum 300 words)
Describe what the participants will do, where the research activities will take place, the total number of sessions the participants need to participate and their total time commitment. Besides, please attach the instruments (e.g. questionnaire, focus group discussion guide, interview guide, etc.) that will be used in data collection. If the instruments are not yet available, please provide a detailed description of them.

	
	


	5.
	Will consent form be used? (If Yes, please adopt the templates provided by the department and attach to this application.)


	☐ Yes
	☐ No

	
	If No, please provide reason(s) below:

	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	(a)
	Type of consent (Check all that apply) (Please attach a copy of consent form.)
(Please note that for participants below the age of 18 both parental and participant consent are required.)


	
	
	☐
	Formal Consent 
	
	

	
	
	
	☐
	Informed consent 

(for participants able to give legal valid informed consent and not belonging to any vulnerable groups)


	
	
	
	☐

	Parent/guardian consent 

(for participants under 18 years old or those belonging to a vulnerable group)


	
	
	
	☐
	Passive informed consent 

(for surveys to be conducted through the schools or other authorities)


	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	☐
	Other Forms of Consent
	
	

	
	
	
	Please provide justifications:

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	6.
	Confidentiality of data
	
	

	
	(a)
	Collection of auditory and visual data (Check all that apply)　

	
	

	
	
	☐ Audiotapes
	☐ Still photos
	
	

	
	
	☐ Videotapes
	☐ Not applicable
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	(b)
	Does the study involve multi-phase data collection?


	☐ Yes
	☐ No

	
	
	If Yes, please explain the tracking and coding system(s):

	
	
	


	
	
	
	
	

	
	(c)
	Does the study involve collecting data through an Internet survey platform?


	☐ Yes
	☐ No

	
	
	If Yes, please address the confidentiality of data collected via e-mail, Web interfaces, and other networked information:


	
	
	


	
	
	
	
	

	
	(d)
	Will any individually identifiable information, including images of participants, be published, shared, or disseminated?


	☐ Yes
	☐ No

	
	
	If Yes, please elaborate how the explicit consent or assent for such publication/share/dissemination can be obtained from participants:

	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	7.
	Data Security
Describe how and where data will be kept to protect participant’s confidentiality.


	
	

	                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         
	
	
	


	DECLARATION: 
(i) The information provided above is to the best of my knowledge accurate. I shall take reasonable care to ensure that the project is conducted in accordance with the Guidelines for Survey and Behavioural Research Ethics.  I will obtain approval from other responsible units within CUHK (e.g. The Joint Chinese University of Hong Kong (CUHK) Hospital Authority New Territories East Cluster (NTEC) Clinical Research Ethics Committee (CREC), Animal Experimentation Ethics Committee (AEEC), University Safety Office/University Laboratory Safety Office) where appropriate.
(ii) I ascertain that: 
· permission from the copyright holder(s) has been/will be obtained for the use of either the original or derivative version of any copyright protected tests or assessment instruments, and
· payment for the use of the test(s) (if any) has been/will be made.

	
	
	

	Date
	
	Signature of Student Investigator

	
	
	


	Date
	
	Signature of Faculty Supervisor

	
	
	


	

	Submission Checklist – Supporting Documents 
This checklist is provided to assist Investigators. Please ensure 
the checklist has been completed prior to submitting the application.


	☐
	Debriefing form 

	☐
	Informed consent document(s) 

	☐
	Other documents, please specify:

	
	


�This is required of all researchers and the online training is provided at � HYPERLINK "https://www.research-ethics.cuhk.edu.hk/orktsResearch/" �https://www.research-ethics.cuhk.edu.hk/orktsResearch/�.


�Check No if you are collecting your own data.


�Check Yes ONLY when you are studying public officials… otherwise check No.


�If you check Yes for any question in this section, you cannot apply for Dept. ethics approval but need to submit for full review to SBRE.


�This includes non-guaranteed compensation such as a lucky draw.


�Usually check No when the compensation (including a lucky draw) may be considered “reasonable.”


�Usually check No (note that if you are collecting personal information such as name, email address or phone number for contacting participants to distribute compensation or for multiples assessments but you are taking proper measures to ensure confidentiality such as de-linking participants’ personal information from their responses during assessments, you may check No here).


�This is usually about things like that you are using Qualtrics and how Qualtrics ensures data security and how you will ensure confidentiality (e.g., delinking participants’ survey responses from their personal information such as names and email addresses if the latter needs to be collected; keeping downloaded data in password-protected computers for access by research personnel authorized by the student investigator and the student supervisor only).


�This is usually about things similar to Q6c (e.g., data being stored in password-protected computers and data being accessible to whom) plus specification of the length of time before stored data are destroyed.


�Remember to check the boxes below as applicable rather than leaving it blank... For example, you should at least check debriefing form and consent documents which are required of all applications; also, you may either provide a link to your questionnaire (if an online version has been prepared) or include a text document showing the contents of your questionnaire for the reviewer to check.





