Abstract
When deciding whether to approach a stranger, we rely on different sources of information to infer
the possible outcomes. It has been proposed that episodic memory plays a role in this decision
process if we have prior knowledge of the target stranger. A more direct test of this claim was
conducted in two experiments. Participants first formed warm or cold impressions of a list of
strangers using information provided aurally by a male or female. They were then asked to decide
whether they would approach some of the studied strangers for help in an imaginary situation.
Afterwards, in a surprising memory test, their subjective quality of memory for the strangers was
assessed using the Remember/Know paradigm, together with the detailedness of memory (having
full or partial source memory) assessed using the source memory paradigm. The main result was
that people who tended to report a sense of recollection (with a “Remember” response) were more
able to avoid cold strangers only when the study list is long (Experiment 1) but not short (Experiment
2). Contrary to previous findings, no reliable associations between objectively measured source
memory and adaptive social decision making were observed. These results suggest that the ability to
form and recall previous episodes vividly is important in adaptive social decision making when there
is no motivation to remember a lot of strangers.
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