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The present study aimed at investigating the deficit in the sense of time and its

relationship with delay aversion among children with ADHD. Twenty-five ADHD

and 28 normal control boys aged 6 to 11 participated in the study. They were

matched by age and intellectual functioning. Consistent with previous literature,

children with ADHD were found to have an impaired sense of time, and their

performance in time estimation task was shown to be significantly less accurate and

more variable when compared to their normal control counterparts. However, the

present study failed to replicate previous findings on choice delay tasks. No

significant group difference was found in the ability to wait for a delayed reward, and

both groups estimated the delay period reasonably accurately. Their performance in



the choice delay task was not correlated with that in the time estimation task.

Limitations and implications of the study were discussed. Performance of children

with ADHD appeared to be susceptible to subtle change in external manipulations.

Possible “normalizing” role of strategies such as counting in improving time

estimation and delayed gratification was discussed.
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